
We Can't; God Can
Daniel 2

Because God can, we can respond to the most desperate 
situations with persistent faith, not panic with no hope (12-16)

The situation was desperate. King Nebuchadnezzar was 
being unreasonable, and his orders were extreme and were final: 
Kill all of the wise men in the land! Daniel and his friends fit into 
that group. The king was threatening God's plans for them. Daniel 
and his friends were at risk. In a foreign land as servants of the 
king, they had no where to run and no resources to run on. But 
although Daniel could not do anything about his situation on his 
own, he knew the One who could. Because of his faith in the God 
who can, Daniel responded to this desperate situation with a 
persistent faith rather than a panic with no hope! Daniel 
respectfully asked the right questions and offered the hope of an 
answer for the king, trusting in the God who can.
1. The king wanted Daniel dead, but God wanted Daniel alive. 

God won. How should this truth in chapter two about God's 
sovereignty over life affect how we approach living today?

2. Have you or someone you know ever been in a desperate 
situation and felt the panic of hopelessness? How?

3. What are some of the ways that Daniel reacted with faith and 
persistency in his situation? 

4. What are some similar ways that we can react in situations like 
those that have been shared?

Because God can, we can respond with others in praying to 
God for what only He can do (17-18)

The king's captain gave Daniel the opportunity to come 
before the king and interpret his dream. Daniel didn't have the 
answer to the king's question. Daniel didn't have the wisdom to 
figure it out on his own. Daniel did have friends, though, who 
believed in the God who can. So Daniel did the one thing that he 
could do, he joined with his friends in desperate prayer to God for 
his help in this desperate situation. Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, 
and Azariah prayed to the God who can. They prayed for mercy, 
which is compassion in action. They prayed for God to intervene 
and to act on their behalf out of His love for them. They prayed for 
the mystery of the king's dream to be revealed to Daniel. They 
prayed for what only God could do, trusting that He can.
1. If God is sovereign and things are bad, does that mean that 

we can blame God and complain about God when bad things 
happens in our lives? Have you ever done this?

2. Daniel and his friends knew that God is a God of mercy. Read 
1 Peter 5:7 and discuss how this summary of this truth should 
impact our prayer during bad times in our lives.

3. Daniel and his friends knew that God is sovereign, so they 
prayed desperately for Him to do what only He can do. When 
was the last time that you prayed desperately to the Lord?

4. God's answer to their prayers was the only thing that would 
keep Daniel and his friends alive to accomplish God's purpose 
in their lives. Read 1 John 5:14-15. What was and is the key to 
God's answer to our prayers?
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When God does, we should respond in true worship, 
recognizing and praising the true God who can (19-23)

The one true God who can acted in mercy and revealed 
the mystery of the king's dream to Daniel. God is the God who 
reveals and not a God of mystery. In experiencing God's incredible 
answer to the prayers of Daniel and his friends, Daniel does the 
one thing that he can do and should do in response to who God is: 
Daniel worships God! Daniel's worship recognizes who God truly 
is and praises God for what He's done. Daniel praises God's 
sovereignty over the world, over the world's kings, and over the 
knowledge that God gives. Daniel recognizes and praises God for 
the gift of understanding that God had given him. Daniel worships 
God in a true and deep way in response to the true and deep 
experience of God in his life.
1. God revealed to Daniel something that He didn't know. Does 

this ever happen to you when you read God's Word or hear 
His Word preached or taught? Can you share an example?

2. When was the last time that you responded to the revelation of 
God's Word in worship, recognizing God for who He is?

3. When was the last time that you saw God answer your prayer?
4. Read Colossians 1:25-27. What is the life saving revelation 

that God has given to all of us?
5. Take time as a group to pray. Thank God for His answers to 

our prayers and for the life saving answer of Jesus!

When God does, we can respond by sharing that God is the 
One who can with those who can't in their lives (24-30)

Armed with the gift of knowledge and understanding that 
God had given him, Daniel has his day before King 
Nebuchadnezzar. The king asks a simple question: Can you tell 
me about my dream and what it means? Daniel answered in a 
simple but powerful way: Not on my own, but God can. Before the 
king, Daniel made sure that he clearly communicated the truth that 
God can do what no man can do. Before the king, Daniel made it 
clear that God was unique in His power and His knowledge and 
His might. Before the king, Daniel made it clear that God knew the 
king and cared about the king. Before the king, Daniel took the 
opportunity to share the God who can with the one who couldn't in 
his life.
1. When we pray and God does act, it's so clear to see. Think 

again about the experiences of God's answered prayers that 
you just shared in your group. As a result, did God provide you 
with opportunities to tell others about what He did?

2. Don't focus on the temporary. This was life or death for Daniel, 
and this was Daniel's purpose in life. Read what Paul said in 
Colossians 1:24-29 again. Has your life been saved by what 
God did for you through Jesus?

3. Read Matthew 28:16-20, have you accepted this as your 
purpose in life?

4. Spend time as a group praising God for the revelation of 
Jesus. Spend time identifying the people that you need to 
share God's revelation with. Pray for one another that like 
Daniel, God will give you the words to let others know that God 
knows them and God has the answer they're looking for...
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